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Students break ground on construction project Free STI

testing
offered
in April
Kelsey Bernius
Montana Kaimin

Bess Brownlee/Montana Kaimin

UM President George Dennison, Michelle Felde and Rosie Buzzas break ground during a ceremony on Wednesday afternoon for the first Building Futures house,
which will be constructed entirely by students. Building Futures brings together people from Missoula Flagship, an after-school program, the College of Technology
and the Missoula Building Industry Association to give students an opportunity to learn construction techniques and earn scholarships while building homes together.

Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
Optimism and house building aren’t two
ideas that go together very well these days.
But on Wednesday, on the corner of a burgeoning subdivision on the west side of Missoula, a groundbreaking for the newest addition
to the neighborhood managed to attract a lot of
celebration – enough for Mayor John Engen and
University of Montana President George Dennison to show up and give speeches.
It was a ceremony with more than 50 people
in attendance, golden shovels, photo-ops and
cake. But what they were celebrating wasn’t just
another house. The people who would be building it were the reason for the cake.
The house is the latest in construction projects put on by Building Futures, a partnership
between Flagship, an after-school program, and
the Missoula Building Industry Association.
Students from UM College of Technology’s
heavy equipment operation and carpentry programs will lay the foundation before the end of
the semester, and starting next semester, COT
and Flagship students will get to work building
the house under the supervision of volunteers
from local construction businesses.
They hope to put it on the market next fall
and finish it by May of next year. The money
that the house makes will go to Building Futures
and scholarships for high school and college stu-

dents in the community. The project should take
more than a year to complete, but for Flagship
director Rosie Buzzas, it’s already been a lot
longer than that.
Building Futures started six years ago when
Buzzas contacted the MBIA about putting together a student-built house.
“We really put it together on nothing,” Buzzas said.
She said it was hard even convincing everyone from MBIA to get on board for a real house
built by students. It seemed too risky. They eventually settled on a playhouse for the first project
and worked their way up from there to an honestto-goodness full-sized house. According to Lynn
Stocking, associate dean of the COT and Building
Futures committee member, the recent economic
downturn didn’t help that goal’s progress.
“In light of the economy, we weren’t sure
where it could go,” Stocking said. “We weren’t
sure if we would be able to go forward.”
But local construction companies have donated material, training and tools to the project,
and the house will be built while so many others
won’t.
“We’re putting in place opportunities for students that, as long as the industry can see a need
for it, we’ll continue to do,” Stocking said.
Last year, students from Flagship and the
COT carpentry program worked together to
build a modular home. This year, it’s a two-story

Today On Campus

• Ashley Sandor Cidon, Cello
Music Recital Hall
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house of about 2,000 square feet on the corner of
Grove Street and Roderick Way.
Carpentry student Molly Valdez, who has
been there for both projects, said she is excited
to continue working with Building Futures after she finishes the carpentry program in May.
Valdez is now a member of the Building Futures
committee and plans to stay involved in the project.
“I’m excited,” Valdez said. “It’s going to
hugely improve the program.”
Willard High School students Jamie Strickland and Emily Scheet also said they are excited
to get started next fall.
Both participate in Flagship and hope to work
in the building industry someday. This will be
their first time working on a project like this,
and they aren’t intimidated by the high standard
they’ll have to meet.
“I just want to get out there and build,” said
Scheet.
Most of the houses on Roderick Way look
like they have been built only within the last
10 years. They’re two-stories, have impeccable
landscaping and even seem to follow a uniform
color scheme of subdued greens or rich browns.
“The neighborhood is not a starter home
kind of neighborhood,” said Mike Nichols, sales
manager for Tamarack Construction and a member of the Building Futures committee.
See GROUND, page 8
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Planned Parenthood of Missoula will offer a monthly special
in April, as the clinic announced
it will provide free testing for five
of the most common sexual transmitted infections every Thursday
this month in conjunction with
STD Awareness Month.
The Missoula clinic, along
with the Billings, Kalispell and
Helena clinics, joined the national Get Yourself Tested (GYT)
campaign sponsored by MTV and
the Kaiser Family Foundation to
bring free STI testing in attempts
to raise awareness and remove social stigma of STI testing.
“We’ve been a little behind
getting the word out,” said Missoula’s Planned Parenthood Marketing Director Beth Cogswell.
“We had 12 people come in for
the first Thursday, and since it
was spring break for the college
and high school students, we expect the number to increase for
the rest of the month.”
Chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis, HIV and HPV tests would
normally cost an uninsured individual at least $100. According to
Cogswell, 20 percent of Montanans don’t have health insurance,
and even more are underinsured.
“Sexually transmitted infections have reached epidemic proportions, as one in two people will
contract as STI before the age of
25 and not be aware they have an
infection,” Cogswell said. “One
of the main reasons people don’t
get tested is because of that financial barrier.
“The campaign will be a financial loss for us, but it’s integral
to our mission to inform, treat
and educate people about sexual
health,” Cogswell said.
The Department of Health and
Human Services reported that last
year alone, 3,094 cases of chlamydia, 121 cases of gonorrhea
and eight cases of syphilis were
reported in Montana. But actual
numbers differ from the reported
numbers because many people
don’t know they have an infection.
According the Kaiser Family
Foundation Web site, about 19
See STI, page 7
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Editorial

Equality in Montana
should be a right
As the gay rights movement surged ahead Tuesday with the legalization
of same-sex marriage in Vermont, legislative efforts to give gay Montanans
basic anti-discrimination rights were stalled once again this session, a failure
marking Montana as out-of-touch on equality.
Vermont, which was the first state to adopt civil unions for same-sex
couples, joined Massachusetts, Connecticut and, as of last week, Iowa, in
legalizing same-sex marriages and is the first to do so through legislative
action rather than a court ruling. The victory shows that Vermont lawmakers
recognize civil unions as an inadequate substitute for marriage and that creating a separate legal structure for determining benefits for gay couples does
not achieve true equality.
Despite the passage of Proposition 8 in California, same-sex marriage
legislation is on the docket in 10 other states this year, including New York,
New Jersey, Minnesota, Washington and New Mexico. Currently, 26 states,
including Montana, have voter-approved constitutional bans on same-sex
marriage that were enacted after Massachusetts first legalized them in 2004.
This session, Montana legislators weren’t asking for marriage. The three
bills put forth and swiftly killed would have made it illegal to discriminate
against someone based upon his or her gender identity or sexual orientation;
included crimes based on perceived sexual orientation, gender expression
or disability under current hate crime law; and established a domestic partnership registry that would have legitimized these unions so partners could
acquire benefits like hospital visitation and joint property ownership.
It’s well known that Montana isn’t progressive when it comes to gay
rights. It took until 1996 for courts to declare a law that criminalized consensual sex between gay men and lesbians unconstitutional. According to the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, a statute passed in 1997 banned marriage and any other form of partnership recognition for same-sex couples,
followed by the constitutional amendment banning gay marriage in 2004.
Our domestic violence laws explicitly exclude same-sex survivors of domestic violence, and crimes based on sexual orientation or gender identity are not
included under hate crime laws.
Incidents such as the 2005 beatings of two UM students in downtown
Missoula because they were perceived as gay and the exclusion of homosexuals from The Christian Legal Society – including UM’s chapter – clearly
illustrate the need for legal avenues of protection against and retribution from
discrimination based on sexuality. These occurrences don’t just affect the
individuals involved, they reflect on the communities and the state in which
they are allowed to happen. In the hearing for SB 223, the hate crime bill,
a businessman from Fort Collins, Colo., flew to Helena to testify about the
brutal, malicious attack he received in Sidney several years ago when two
fellow bar patrons found out he was gay. The case remains unprosecuted.
This was the welcome he was given on a two-day business trip to Montana,
and I’m sure that – besides to testify – he will not return.
Gay marriage is a bitter pill for many Montanans to swallow. While we
are fiercely protective of our constitutional rights, such as the right to bear
arms, we remain very socially conservative. Opponents of same-sex marriage argue that there is no provision in the Constitution guaranteeing homosexuals the right to marry. But if we can interpret the right to bear arms as
the right to carry concealed weapons without permits within city limits – as
was just approved Wednesday – then the argument that the right to privacy
and the pursuit of happiness includes freedom from discrimination, the legal
means to seek full redress against bias-based crimes and – maybe someday –
the right to marry whomever we choose is equally valid.
The longer we deny members of our society rights enjoyed by the segments believed to be in the moral “right,” the more we resemble those oppressive regimes around the world that we so disdain. We’ve spent billions and
lost thousands of lives in Afghanistan to create a society in which – among
many other things, to be sure – girls can walk to school without fear of attack
by those who don’t believe women are entitled to an education. Let’s ensure
that members of our own communities can walk down the street, have a
drink in a bar or spend their lives with the ones they love without fear of discrimination based on their lifestyles, even if some may not agree with them.

Lauren Russell, news editor
lauren1.russell@umontana.edu

Thanks for Bess Sex
First let me say I have been
watching from afar the debate and
all it’s stirred up in light of the
“Bess Sex” column.
I have to say, I have only read
one of her articles and that was
about oral sex. In my mind, the advice given was logical and humorous. At least Bess isn’t writing
advice to these “post-pubescents”
– oh, right, adults (we’re all adults
here, right? More or less?) – to pin
their diaphragms to the headboard
so they won’t forget to use it during
sex! She’s giving, from what I’m
seeing, writing with intelligence.
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of The University of Montana,
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Letters to
the Editor
I am not a student anymore;
however, I do read the Kaimin
whenever I can and now am reading it to catch what’s happening
with Bess. I don’t believe the professor should be demonized for
her opinion, as it is just exactly
that and nothing more – her opinion. I do, however, believe that
the professor and those who do

not appreciate Bess’s work should
consider one other option/freedom
given them: simply do not read the
column.
Thank you to the Kaimin editors for supporting Bess and her
work. Thank you, editors, for also
remembering that your core readers are not grammar school children but adults in their own right.
Thank you, Bess, for continuing to
write your column even in light of
the stink raised. You are all appreciated.
Shonna Rhein-Gariepy
Missoula, Mont.

Guest Column
Kaimin guest column missing the facts
Tuesday morning, I was happily thumbing through
the latest edition of the Kaimin when I came across
a guest column discussing the voluntary chemical
castration of repeat sex offenders. During my review
of the column, I was confronted with a multitude of
bold assertions. Unfortunately, these assertions were
greatly lacking in four main areas: evidence, logic,
legitimacy and an elementary knowledge of anatomy.
Before delving into the author’s multitude of argumentative and evidentiary contentions, I find it
prudent to first, albeit briefly, explain the effects and
procedure of chemical castration.
Operationally known as anti-androgenic drugs, a
combination of testosterone inhibitors has been proven to decrease sexual drive. Contrary to the draconian
image of castration implicitly created by the previous
author, the modern castration method is painless and
effective. Furthermore, it in no way involves rusted
surgical tools wielded by a maniacally grinning physician.
In regards to the author’s concern for the eighth
amendment, I would direct him and others to the following two responses. First, all laws mandate and currently enforce voluntary participation in the chemical
castration program with the exception of particularly
heinous repeated sexual crimes, such as incest, in the
state of Montana.
Secondly, as the author seems to value civil liberties for convicted inmates, perhaps we should direct
his attention to the constant warrantless searches that
occur in prisons every day. Does not this violation
also “break down” the ethics of today’s “public” and
“legal systems”?
When the author incorrectly asserts “sex is fantasy
based, hence the need for psychoanalytic therapies,”
he commits two gross assumptions. First, Freudian
psychoanalytical theory maintains that sex is a carnal and primary motivation of the id, like hunger and
thirst.
Furthermore, sex is a physiological compulsion.
The author’s fantasy sex theory is unequivocally
negated. We need not extend our attention past the
simple existence of bunnies. Lacking the physiological capability to form anything liberally interpreted
as fantasy, bunnies, like a multitude of animals, still
engage in sexual activities. The limbic system, a subcortical brain structure, is the primary generator of
sexual urges, and lacks the necessary cortical material

to produce fantasies. Thus, fantasies are a by-product
of sexual compulsion. This unassailable conclusion
forces us to move past the sophomoric use of psychoanalytic treatment towards an appropriate physiological response.
According to Fred S. Berlin (M.D. & Ph.D.), specialist in sexual disorders, “In my judgment, traditional psychodynamic therapies are not the treatment
of choice for pedophilia … Therapeutic interventions
that lower testosterone have been associated with
lower rates of recidivism.” The perpetuation of disregard for the physiological motivators of sexual predators only services to continue an ineffective disadvantageous policy evidenced by the status quo.
While causal factors are debated, there exists an irrefutable collection of evidence supporting the effectiveness of chemical castration. Advantages derived
from the application of testosterone inhibitors include
lower cases of repeat offenders, decreased number of
victims, cheaper and effective rehabilitation.
Given the opportunity to investigate and utilize
academy-accepted evidence, the author instead elects
to assert, “A castrated impotent man will sexually attack his victim via other means.”
Not wishing to commit the same failings as my
colleague, I direct his attention to the Danish study “A
Casebook in Abnormal Psychology,” where “the surgical removal of testes was used to lower testosterone
of men many of whom where pedophiles. There was
a 30-year follow-up period with more than 3,000 follow up examinations, the recidivism rate in that study
was less than 3 percent. Other studies have replicated
these findings.”
This study, in congruence with multiple others,
denies the author’s previous assertion of alternative
methods of sexual abuse. Ironically, the only proven
method that would stand to create more victims is that
advocated by the author and currently in use.
Lastly, it is pivotal to note that the method of treatment is not a form of punishment; rather, it is just that
treatment and rehabilitation.
“Knowing why one is hungry, whether for food
or children, neither lowers that hunger nor heightens
one’s ability to resist succumbing,” Berlin said.
If the previous article imparts anything upon us, it
is that evidence is fun, helpful and appreciated.
Jordan and Nicole Allen
juniors, psychology, history and political science
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ASUM passes Kaimin increase, RELF fee; rejects MontPIRG fee
Josh Potter
Montana Kaimin
While ASUM approved a fee
increase for the Montana Kaimin
with a narrow vote and an optional
fee for the Revolving Energy Loan
Fund on Wednesday night, the senators expressed their disproval of
an optional MontPIRG fee almost
unanimously.
The Montana Kaimin fee will
increase from $4 to $6 in fall 2009
and the optional $4 Revolving Energy Loan Fund fee, which will help
fund energy conservation projects
on campus, will appear on student
tuition bills next spring.
The 20-2 vote against the optional $5 MontPIRG fee resolution
came after a long debate between
ASUM senators and representatives
from MontPIRG, the Montana Public Interest Research Group.

ASUM president Trevor Hunter
said although he respects the work
MontPIRG does, he was skeptical of
the fee for one major reason.
“We don’t have a policy regarding how we accept fees from students,” Hunter said.
He explained to the senators
and MontPIRG representatives that
from the mid 1980s until 2004, UM
allowed MontPIRG to accept fees
from students, but the Montana
Board of Regents repealed that policy in the wake of lawsuits regarding
other state PIRGs.
Sheena Rice, UM’s MontPIRG
organizer, said the lawsuit Hunter
referred to was filed after a student
at a university in Albany, N.Y.,
claimed the fee that went to his state
PIRG was unfair because it violated
viewpoint neutrality laws and that
PIRGs are partisan.

“It is politics,” Rice said. “But
sometimes politics can be a very
sensitive thing.”
Rice added she was confident a
similar lawsuit wouldn’t happen at
UM because the definition of viewpoint neutrality is not the same definition used for partisanship.
“When you’re looking at groups
to fund, you can’t make the decision to fund them based on politics,”
Rice said. “It’s not one liberal group
for one conservative group.”
The bill’s author, Matt Fennell,
said this fee would also be safe from
lawsuits since it would be optional.
“I didn’t pass the Bar Exam, but
I’m pretty sure viewpoint neutrality only applies to mandatory fees,”
Fennell said.
After the lawsuit in New York,
the Montana Board of Regents
ended its policy allowing groups not

directly affiliated with a campus to
collect student fees. Now, Hunter
said, ASUM is the only place UM
groups can go to receive funding.
“ASUM exists as neutral ground
to provide that type of funding,”
Hunter said, adding that ASUM has
to fund partisan groups equally, like
the College Republicans and College Democrats.
Hunter said if ASUM allowed
MontPIRG to collect a student fee,
UM could be vulnerable to a lawsuit since there is no longer a Board
of Regents policy allowing such a
group to receive student money.
But the Board of Regents would
only need to write a new policy,
Rice said.
“(The Board of Regents) said,
‘All you have to do is bring that to
us and we craft a new board policy,’” she said.

Hunter disagreed, and said
funding MontPIRG would still
violate viewpoint neutrality laws.
“How does it not?” Hunter asked. “There is no middle
ground.”
Hunter added that if students
fund MontPIRG, UM would inevitably have to open the doors to
any other group that wants funding in order to maintain viewpoint
neutrality.
“It undermines the authority of
student government,” Hunter said.
ASUM also voted to support the Employee Free Choice
Act, making it easier for workers
to unionize. The resolution will
be sent to Montana senators Jon
Tester and Max Baucus to show
ASUM’s support for the national
legislation.
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
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All aboard: UM rallies for rails

Stacy Gray
Montana Kaimin
The oval brimmed with little
choo-choo trains on the University of Montana’s campus at noon,
some made out of cardboard, some
drawn onto posters and one made
from a car covered in paper.
Students in the UM chapter of
the Montana Public Interest Research Group, or MontPIRG, put
on the April 9 demonstration to cultivate support to reinstate an Amtrak railroad line through Montana
that was shut down nearly 30 years
ago.
The old North Coast Hiawatha

Route entered the state from North
Dakota and ran through Billings,
Bozeman, Butte and Missoula until
it joined the Empire Builder Route
in Sandpoint, Idaho, which currently runs through Havre and Glacier
National Park.
The demonstration featured
guest speakers, a performance by
local rock band The Hungover
Saints, and a giant card addressed
to Sen. Jon Tester for supporters to
sign.
Guest speaker Michael Ackley,
spokesman for the National Association of Railroad Passengers,
said Montanans need a better travel

choice than the Greyhound bus line.
“If anybody has ridden Greyhound lately, they probably won’t
ride it again,” Ackley said. “It’s really gone downhill over the years.
It’s not clean, not an environmentally viable option for families, the
elderly or even college students.”
Ackley said the option of taking
a plane isn’t economically feasible
for many college students.
“Trying to fly anywhere in-state
is just too cost-prohibitive for folks
on a fixed income, like college students,” Ackley said.
Sheena Rice, a MontPIRG
member who helped organize and
facilitate this event, said the North
Coast Hiawatha Route closed in
1979 because the emphasis was on
single-passenger travel rather than
group travel.
“Montana is the fourth largest

Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin

Junior Benjamin Tallmadge, with the sign, waits during the “Rally for Rails” Wednesday on the Oval to sign a thank you banner to Sen. John Tester for his support.

state geographically, yet we are
completely dependent on singlepassenger travel,” said MontPIRG
member Daniel Viehland in a press
release. “We need to do everything

that we can to extend passenger rail
service to give Montanans more
options when it comes to transportation.”
See RAILS, page 8
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UM lacrosse player finds peace of mind in Big Sky Country
Colter Nuanez
Montana Kaimin
Montana is often referred to
as the last best place. Whether it
is because of the vast amount of
open space or the sheer beauty of
the landscape statewide, Jeremy
Brown always thought of Montana
as a sort a refuge, an escape from
upstate New York, a place where
he always wanted to live.
“I wanted to come out West
since I was a little kid,” said
Brown, a sophomore attacker for
the University of Montana club
lacrosse team. “I even remember
telling my mom and dad when I
was younger that I was going to
live in Montana when I grew up.”
The lacrosse team is a club
sport, meaning the team is not
sponsored by the UM athletic department. Rather, the majority of
funding comes from within the
team. Needless to say, none of the
players on Montana’s roster are on
scholarship, which makes Brown’s
path to Missoula that much more
atypical.
In recent years, lacrosse has
gained popularity across the nation, but not long ago, high-level
competition was limited mostly
to the East Coast. Brown grew up
Canandaigua, N.Y., and has been
playing lacrosse for 11 years. Out
of high school, he was offered a
full athletic scholarship to take his
stick to West Point and attend the
United States Military Academy.
“He comes from a pretty solid
lacrosse region,” said UM head
coach Ryan Hanavan. “He grew
up in a region where lacrosse is
big. His high school was one of
the more dominant high schools in
New York state in the last couple
of years, and he was a star there.”
West Point, which is located
about 50 miles north of New York
City on the Hudson River, provided Brown with an opportunity
to stay close to home and earn a

top-level education from one of
the world’s premier leader development institutions.
“The benefits of going to a
school like that are tremendous,”
Brown said. “Graduating from
West Point, you can get pretty
much any job you want.”
But Brown soon realized that
he had made his decision with lacrosse at the forefront of his mind,
rather than prioritizing his way of
life around the military.
“The rigid lifestyle just wasn’t
for me,” Brown said. “The whole
freshman experience is pretty
tough. They really dig into you.
You are pretty much the scum of
the earth. If not for lacrosse, I definitely wouldn’t have gone there.
Looking back on it, it was a mistake pretty much, because to survive there you have to want to go
there.”
His time at West Point may
have lasted just a few months (he
left after spending the summer after high school graduation and the
following fall there), and Brown
said his decision-making may
have been poor, but the experience
was nonetheless beneficial.
“It taught me what I really
loved to do,” Brown said. “It made
me realize I wanted to study wildlife biology and be out in the wilderness all the time.”
Montana’s top-tier wildlife biology program helped Brown discover Missoula. The beauty of the
region coupled with the abundance
of fertile rivers for fly fishing sold
him. He enrolled at Montana last
fall. He said his life has been
crammed to the max with hitting
the books, lacrosse and enjoying all that the outdoors in western Montana has to offer, and he
couldn’t be happier.
He is still feeling out his favorite fishing holes. The same goes
for hunting, but he was able to
bag a mule deer last fall. Hanavan
said Brown is different from a lot

Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin

UM lacrosse player Jeremy Brown picked up a stick in the third grade. The New York native came to Missoula because
he loved fishing and hunting, as well as playing lacrosse. The team hosts Montana State at Dornblaser Field on Saturday.

of East Coasters who migrate to
Montana.
“Missoula, and the University
of Montana, is a perfect fit for Jeremy Brown,” Hanavan said.
After Brown made the decision
to forfeit his full ride, lacrosse was
seemingly an afterthought. When
he learned that UM had a club
team, he figured it would be unorganized, ragtag lacrosse. After
joining the team, he was pleasantly
surprised by the competitiveness
of the Pacific Northwest Collegiate Lacrosse League that Montana belongs to.
Being from such a competitive
region of America in terms of lacrosse has translated into nothing
but productivity for Brown. This
season he is both UM’s leading
point scorer and leading goal scorer. His 4.71 points per game rank
fourth in the PNCLL, and his 33
total points (16 goals, 17 assists)

rank in the top 10 in the league as
well. Hanavan attributes his success to a combination of experience and instincts.
“When you talk about athletes
and try to separate them by grades,
Jeremy just has a tremendous field
IQ,” Hanavan said. “He always
knows where he is at and where
everyone else is at.”
Montana has just three games
remaining in its season. The Griz
are currently 4-2 in conference
(5-4 overall). They will most
likely need wins in at least two, if
not all three of their final games.
Games against Gonzaga, secondplace University of Washington,
and first-place Simon Fraser all
loom, but Brown thinks Montana
has what it takes to make a final
push toward the postseason.
“We have dropped a few
games that have been disappointing which have really put us in a

pickle,” Brown said. “We have the
potential to beat the top-tier teams
in our league. We should be fresh
after having a couple weeks off.
Our number one goal is the playoffs right now.”
Brown has been hampered by
what Hanavan teases are “grandmother hips,” but having a few
weeks off should make for a
healthy striker on the front line.
But if the Grizzlies cannot push
their way to their second consecutive PNCLL Division I playoff
appearance, it won’t be the end
of the world for the man who
could have been a soldier but
instead chose to be an outdoorsman.
“It’s an easier lifestyle out
West, just a slower pace of life, especially in Missoula,” Brown said.
“I can just get outside on the weekend and do so many things I love.”
colter.nuanez@umontana.edu

Major League baseball payrolls drop by $47 million
Associated Press
NEW YORK — The recession
has hit baseball salaries.
Teams cut payrolls for their active rosters and disabled lists by $47
million from opening day in 2008 to
the first day of this season, according to an analysis by The Associated
Press. That comes out to a drop of
1.7 percent.
“Clubs were cautious all winter
with regards to the economy and
were concerned the economy might
have an impact on club revenue,”
said Bob DuPuy, baseball’s chief
operating officer. “The spending reflected that for many clubs.”
The drop is the first since 2004
and just the second since the 199495 strike.
Looking at payroll team by team,
16 of the 30 major league clubs cut
payroll. Among those who lowered
spending — the mighty New York
Yankees.
While the Yankees led the major leagues with a $201.4 million
payroll, they trimmed salaries by
$7.6 million from the start of last

season. The difference is that while
they added high-priced free agents
CC Sabathia, A.J. Burnett and Mark
Teixeira, they also let Jason Giambi, Bobby Abreu and Carl Pavano
leave, watched Mike Mussina retire
and more than halved pitcher Andy
Pettitte’s guaranteed pay.
Others cut more, led by San Diego ($30.9 million), the Chicago
White Sox ($25.1 million), Detroit
($23.6 million) and Seattle ($19.1
million).
The 14 who increased salaries
were led by AL champion Tampa
Bay ($19.5 million), the Chicago
Cubs ($16.5 million), Florida ($15.0
million), and World Series champion Philadelphia ($14.7 million).
“The company would have had
every right to reduce the payroll until the new owner came,” said Cubs
general manager Jim Hendry, whose
team is in the process of being sold
from Sam Zell’s Tribune Co. to a
group headed by Tom Ricketts, a
member of the founding family of
TD Ameritrade Holding Corp.
Instead, the Cubs invested in
switch-hitter Milton Bradley to try

and break their more than centurylong streak without a World Series
title.
And while the 10 highest spenders lowered payroll by an average
of $7.8 million, the 10 lowest raised
spending by an average of $4.5
million, a small step toward commissioner Bud Selig’s goal of closing the gap between rich and poor
teams.
“We’re seeing a continuation of
the trend of mid- and small-market
teams developing their own talent
and keeping their own talent,” DuPuy said, “and I think that’s reflected
in the totals that you see.”
The slow free-agent market,
meanwhile, has drawn the attention
of the players’ association, but it has
not yet decided whether to file a collusion grievance.
“Obviously, there were a lot of
economic conditions going on,”
union head Donald Fehr said. “My
guess is not the same factors were
considered by everyone, but I don’t
know that to be the case.”
On the highest payroll list, the
Yankees were followed by the

crosstown rival Mets at $135.7
million. Both teams move into
revenue-boosting new ballparks
this season.
The Cubs are third at $135.1
million, followed by Boston ($123
million), Detroit ($115 million),
the Los Angeles Angels ($113.7
million) and Philadelphia ($113
million).
Figures don’t include termination pay to released players, such
as $13.6 million Gary Sheffield
is owed by Detroit, so the Tigers’
spending is closer to $129 million.
The lowest spenders are Florida
($37 million), San Diego ($43 million) and Pittsburgh ($49 million).
While overall payroll is down,
the average player salary is up 2.7
percent to $3.24 million. That’s
because there are fewer players in
the major leagues getting checks
right now.
Just 69 players started the season on disabled lists, down from
106 last year. With fewer injured
players, teams have called up
fewer low-paid minor leaguers to
replace them.

Alex Rodriguez of the Yankees,
on the disabled list following hip
surgery, is the game’s highest-paid
player with a $33 million salary, topping the major leagues for the ninth
straight year. The Dodgers’ Manny
Ramirez was second at $23.9 million, followed by Yankees teammates Derek Jeter ($21.6 million)
and Mark Teixeira ($20.6 million).
A majority of players, 433 of
818, make at least $1 million, one
fewer than last year’s record. A record 86 were at $10 million or more,
an increase of one.
Fifty-eight players are at the
$400,000 minimum this year. The
median salary, the point at which at
equal numbers are above and below,
rose $150,000 to a record $1.15 million.
The average salary decreases
throughout the season as veterans
are released and replaced by younger players. It finished last season at
$2,925,679, according to the players’ association, and $2,836,205, according to Major League Baseball.
The figures vary because of different
methods of calculation.
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Saturday’s Grizzly Triathlon more popular than ever

Roman Stubbs
Montana Kaimin
Giles Thelen had no idea where
the demand came from. The Grizzly Triathlon race director has hosted the event annually for 11 years
now – through thick and thin – and
is still scratching his head by the
surge in popularity in 2009, knowing the numbers never lie.
“It’s gone from a race that people like to do,” said Thelen, “to a
race that people have to do.”
This year, the race filled up in
an online entry in eight hours. Last
year it took 16 days. It took six
weeks the year before.

“I think people in Montana
pride themselves on that they train
through some foul weather, and
they do a race in April in Montana
that fills up in eight hours,” Thelen
said.
A total of 435 athletes will pay
a grueling homage to the 21st
rendition of the Grizzly Triathlon Saturday morning, the largest
multi-sport event in Montana.
It starts in the Grizzly Pool
with a 1,000-yard swim, followed
by a 12.5-mile bike ride to Bonner and back and concludes with
a three-mile jaunt along the Kim
Williams Trail – which includes a

formidable hill that Thelen said,
with a chuckle, “keeps the athletes honest.”
Started in 1987 by former Grizzly pool manager Brian Fruit, the
Grizzly Triathlon grew up before
Missoula’s eyes.
And it’s attracting a significant
number of first time triathletes – 30
percent of this year’s field has never competed in a triathlon, according to Giles. While 90 percent of
the roster is from Montana, seven
states will be represented Saturday.
Perhaps the most unique element of the Grizzly Triathlon is the
versatility of the event, where age
and skill level are limitless.
That tone isn’t necessarily the
reality at every triathlon, said Emily Von Jentzen, a third year UM law
student and former UM Triathlon
team president in 2008. She will
compete independently Saturday.
“I think the thing that is different about it is that you really do get
that variety of skill levels. You do
get the elite athletes that show, like
Linsey Corbin (Missoula native and

professional triathlete), who will be
competing this weekend, but also
you have the beginners. It’s a really
cool spectrum,” said Von Jentzen, a
former swimmer at Central Washington. “There’s a lot of people,
and there’s always people cheering.
That’s a great environment to race
in with all that support.”
Certainly the backbone to the
event is the host UM Triathlon
team, a group of 15 to 20 studentathletes who swim, run and bike
together throughout the school
year in preparation for events
come spring.
The race is paramount to the
club’s year-round schedule, serving as a key fundraiser and the
first mettle-testing course of the
spring. In early May, the club will
also send athletes to the nationally renowned Wildflower Triathlon
at Camp Bradley, Calif.
But because of proximity, Saturday’s event is held most dear
to the club, which was started in
2001.
“This is the best one for the

team, because it’s the biggest one
in Montana. We practice in the
Grizzly pool and run and train
in Missoula,” said sophomore
Katherine Kettering, who has
gone through a year-round regimen to prepare for the race but
noted that there is no added pressure to hitting high marks.
“There’s some people who just
want to finish one, then there’s
some people who do it competitively,” she said.
Last season marked the first
Grizzly triathlon for Kettering,
as it did for sophomore Lacey
Beerman, a first-year club member who had never competed as a
triathlete before then – but left the
event impressed by the infectious
competition and atmosphere.
“I though it was so much fun.
I had a blast,” said Beerman, who
will join Kettering in their second
career Grizzly Tri event Saturday.
“When I was done, I still had so
much energy. I was like ‘I want to
do it again.’”
See TRIATHLON, page 7
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STI
Continued from page 1

million STIs are contracted every year, but most will
go undiagnosed because of the social stigma surrounding sexual diseases and infections. And since
several STIs are contracted without symptoms, many
of those infected never know it and pass it along to
their sexual partners.
Chlamydia and gonorrhea, two of the most common STIs, are both treatable with low-cost antibiotics.
As part of a kick-off for the Get Yourself Tested
campaign, MTV debuted the movie Pedro earlier this
month, which chronicles a “Real World” character’s
battle with HIV. Pedro Zamora was a cast member on
the reality show during the San Francisco season who

News
died of HIV complications.
Dustin Lance Black, who wrote the screenplay, recently won an Oscar for best screenplay for the movie
“Milk,” which chronicled the life of gay activist and
San Francisco politician Harvey Milk.
According to the Planned Parenthood press release, “GYT is an easy way for young people to talk
about sexual health and getting tested for STDs. GYT
will help young people internalize the risk of STDs
and eliminate taboos and stigmas surrounding STDs
and STD testing.”
There are four more Thursdays in April, and
Planned Parenthood of Missoula is located downtown
at 219 E. Main St.
Individuals don’t need to call ahead and make an
appointment on Thursdays. Planned Parenthood is
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and accepts walk-ins at
any time to receive the free tests.
kelsey.bernius@umontana.edu
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TRIATHLON
Continued from page 6

She’ll get her chance to do
exactly that Saturday, along
with more than 400 athletes who
were able to squeeze their names
through an eight-hour window and
into one of the Pacific Northwest’s
most popular triathlons.
“It’s absolutely fulfilling,” says
Thelen. “It’s fun to give this event to
the community, and the community
really responds with a lot of excitement and enthusiasm to race.”
roman.stubbs@umontana.edu
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Continued from page 4

Missoula City Councilman
Dave Strohmaier said it’s time to
advocate for passenger rail service
now that there is a favorable administration in Washington, D.C., and
widespread public support, which

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

LOST OR FOUND
Lost: Black sweater w/ crystal-like buttons
down the front. 243-2872. Thanks! Jo
FOR RENT
Rooms available in remodeled fraternity
house from May 15th to August 1st.
Close to U on Gerald and University Ave.
$350/month w/ small deposit. Includes
all utilities inc cable and internet. Call
MREM at 406-541-6468 or visit www.
millenniumrem.com.
Five Bedroom Duplex, garbage and water
paid, private parking, washer/dryer, near
University. $1200 plus dep. Call 493-1942.
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he said he judged by the number of
participants at the event.
Strohmaier explained that reopening the Amtrak line would
help tackle environmental concerns
like global warming because trains
are very fuel efficient and therefore
cost-effective.
“Gas prices may be reasonable
now, but who knows when it’s going to be $4 or $5 again,” Rice said.
stacy.gray@umontana.edu

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day

GROUND
Continued from page 1

Nichols has worked with Building Futures for four years and
thinks the program should be able
to help Missoula’s housing industry
in the long run.
Missoula is about a year and
a half behind the woes that other
construction companies are facing
nationwide, Nichols said, but the
industry is still hurting. On top of
that, not a lot of skilled workers are
coming in.
“It is amazing how hard it is to
find people who are good at what
they do,” Nichols said.
Building Futures plans to build
a new house every year from now
on. Nichols said he is excited about
what that may mean further ahead
for companies like his.
“Up until now, Missoula’s building industry has been on-the-job
training,” he said. “It’s a win-win
situation for everyone.”
kimball.bennion@umontana.edu

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

Small mobile $400 per month. Private
lot near South Gate Mall. No pets. Free
Satellite. 543-3343
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula.
$44-66 night Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611
3 rooms available individually 4/22. M/F.
Utilities paid, TV, Internet. Close to U, bus
nearby. Includes 1 meal/day. $400/mo.
Call Violet 251-9400.
ENTERTAINMENT
Poets Wanted! Lake Missoula Cellars
Presents a Poetry Slam Saturday April
11th at 7:30pm. To sign up call Alysha at
480-296-3361 or Tahjbo at 818-1111.

HELP WANTED
Entrepreneurs! International Food Science
Co. expanding in Montana. Great income,
potential PT. Presentation: April 24th,
7:30PM, Wingate Inn, 5252 Airway Blvd.
Reserve your seat now! Call 273-4223.
The Campus Special, LLC UM PAID
Summer Internship. 1 position open, sales
and marketing. Work with business owners
in Missoula. Earn college internship credits.
Visit www.campusspecial.com for more
information.
PERSONALS
Can’t breathe? Quit smoking kits at curry.

Room 112 243-2809
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Call for an appointment. 243-4711
SERVICES
Basic Wildland Fire Training, May 17-20.
For info or to pre-register, call 543-0013.
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student
discount. Downtown at 136 East Broadway.
Computer Central, 542-6540.
Computer Problem? Free Diagnosis! Free
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
Curb Trader’s Bazaar in downtown
Hamilton.
Buy, sell, trade clothes

of Vintage Retro and contemporary
wearables, funky art/furniture. 363-0872
MISCELLANEOUS
Have a cute, ugly, tiny, big or talented
pet? Enter the Wag not Drag pet contest
brought to you by Curry. To enter, post
photos of your pet to our Facebook page
search for “Wag not Drag” or email to
healthed@umontana.edu. Must come to
event April 29th on the Oval to win.
Have you been chosen for a chance to win
a Flip Video? Check your umontana email
for the subject line “UM Tobacco Survey”
to see if you’ve been selected
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